Expression of MHC class I and II antigens by keratinocytes and enterocytes in acute graft-versus-host disease. Newcastle Bone Marrow Transplant Group.
The expression of MHC class I and subgroups of class II antigens by keratinocytes and enterocytes has been investigated in patients receiving autologous and allogeneic bone marrow transplants. Allogeneic recipients with graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) expressed all the class II antigens HLA DR, DP and DQ more frequently than pretransplant patients, autologous or allogeneic recipients without GVHD post-BMT (p less than 0.01). Staining for DP and DQ was never detected without DR being present. Whenever there was a lymphocytic infiltrate in the epidermis or single cell necrosis in the gut, DR was expressed on the epithelium. There was no difference in class I expression in GVHD. This study further increases the immunopathological characterization of acute GVHD which may improve the understanding of its pathogenesis.